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1700, a large part of the kingdom and dependencies of
Spain, which the French monarch had already succeeded
in appropriating to the Bourbon family. England and
Holland also thought themselves interested in prevent-
ing the growth of the power which might result from a
union between these two kingdoms* The King of France,
of course, in his counter-declaration, charged the allies
with being the aggressors, and asserted the justice and
necessity of self-defence* After all the sanguinary battles
fought in pursuit of these objects, between the years
1702 and 1713, the following were the principal condi-
tions of the Peace of Utrecht* The grand aim of the
Grand Alliance, which had been to effect a permanent
separation between the French and Spanish crowns, was
secured only by an unguaranteed promise on the part of
the Bourbon family that the two kingdoms should never
be united ; a renunciation to which they readily con-
sented, having declared it to be null and void by the
fundamental laws of France; and one so fallacious, in
the words of a protest entered in the House of Lords,
that no reasonable man, much less whole nations, could
ever look upon it as any security* We gained Gibraltar,
Minorca, Newfoundland, and the right to trade in slaves
to America* But the commercial treaty procured was
thought so unfavourable to the interests of trade, that
the Bill for making it operative was rejected by the
Commons, in consequence of the numerous petitions
against it from merchants in all parts of the country*
Nor was any alteration produced in Louis's conduct
towards the Pretender by his recognition of Anne's
title*

The Dutch were hurried into a treaty, in many
respects less advantageous than the one by which their